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which is sufficiently high to exclude it from their daily
food. A fine quality is grown at Kan-chou, but that is
the only locality in the province where it will thrive,
and the crop is not large. Mutton throughout Kan-su is
wonderfully cheap, 400 or 500 cash (80 cents to $1.00)
being the usual price for a fine sheep. The bread, made
in a variety of shapes, is vastly superior to that of any
other part of China, and is nearly as white- and light
as ours.
Lan-chou Fu, until,about four years ago, was the resi-
dence of the governor-general of Kan-su and Chinese
Turkestan. Recently, Turkestan (Hsin chiang, or " the New
Dominion") was put under a governor (Tao-Pai); and the
governor-general administers from Lan-chou both Kan-
su and Shen-hsi, his presence being much more needed
in the disaffected province of Kan-su than in the purely
Chinese one of Shen-hsi.1 The most interesting portion
of the population of Kan-su are the Mohammedans,
who, from what information I have been able to gather,
form about one-fourth of the whole.2 Their number was
greatly reduced by the terrible butcheries during the late
rebellion (in the little town of Tankar, for example, with a
present population of not over 10,000, some 10,000 Moham-
\
1 Lan-chou Fu is strategically un    ninety days,  to Kobdo in forty, to
important place, for it commands the    Sa-chou in twenty-two, and from that
road  to  Turkestan  and  the  best,    point to Hotien and Kashgar.   It is
though at present the least traveled,     also near Ho-chou, the chief Moham-
one to Tibet.    From here a good    medan center in the province, and a
cart-road   leads   to   Ili-Kuldja   in    hotbed of rebellion. Distances are:
Lan-chou to Liaug-chou, 630 li (210 miles),
Lan-chou to Hsi-niug, - 435 li (145 miles),
Lan-chou to Ho-chou, - 320 li (107 miles).
Lan-chou to Ning-hsia, - 940 li (314 miles),
Lan-chou to Lh'asa, - - 4270 li (1423 miles).
2 No census has been made of Kan-    5,411,188, no very exaggerated esti-
su since 1858.   Mr. P. S. Popoff, in    mate I feel convinced, though his au-
his paper on the population of China,     thority for this number is not a very
gives that  of  Kan-su  in   1879  as    trustworthy one.